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Direetors Fx & Mat UseThe Power Of
Olympie Ath1etes To UniteThe World

saI. \'I;~ wanted to make sure il didn't
sound like it was from acertain region,
and it nceded to be seored," Feru said.

umdon-based music company
Sra;n, & Hooch deliveœd an o!ehca­
tral piece which relied on traditional
inst:rwnents like brass and strings but
was at the same lime infused with syn­
thesized sounds creating what Baas
described as being "an orchestral
piece that feels l'eaUy modern."

Susan Stone, owner/creative di..
rector of London's Tonie, prudueed
the music, coUaborating with Brains
& Hooch composers Christopher
Branch and Tom Haines.

"The complex animation needed
talented composers like 10m and
Chris who were expelienced 'I~th

animation, who could reaUy envisage
the story before il 'l'as visually there,"
Stone said, noting, "Because the job
was so high·profile and the produc­
tion spread across three cowltries,
it was essential that the entire tcrun
\l'orked c10sety togcther thl'Ough the
whole project, as opposec! to deaLing
with the music at the end of thejob.

"It \\'us chaltenging to get the music
just right," continued Tonic's Stone,
"but work.ing intimately as a team
closel)' a10ngside the production made
.11 the diffeœnee."

poking tiu'Ough the douds at one
point Meanwhile, another athletc
towers over Big Ben.

You'lI n06ce that the athJet~ .n
of whom are tugging on l'Ope, don't
move a lot Fx & Mat assigncd cach
of them a dynamie pose To give the
athletes more life in close-up shots,
the directors gave each of thcm what
they caU "realistic eye movements,"
making sure their eyes were always
moving abrupÙl"

ln add;tion to the athJe~ the
continents are also characters in the
conunercia~ and while you sec recog­
nizable momunents (Big Ben is seen
in a stylized city meant to represent
ElITOpe), the directors strove to give a
sense of each continent withoul pro..
moting any pruticular country.

Furlhenuol'e, the athleles them­
selves were also designed to reprcsent
an entire continent as 0pp0sed to a
p<lrticular COLUlll)'-

\Vhal Fero and Ba<ls fmd particu­
larl)' impl'cssive about Ùle finishcd
produet is the alllOlint ofdetai!.

':Every limc we watch the conuuer·
cial, it seems likc there is another little
thing we missed the previous time,"
Baas said.

"lù amazing the amount of detail
Ù1at they h<lve in there," rèro agreed,
citing the faet Ù1at you can even see re­
Oections in the chrome of the 3D C<1l'S

that appear in the spot.
Adding smaU louches was reatly lm­

porlJ.mt 10 Ùle directors, who reasoned
that evcn if )'OU don't nolice each and
every one, thcy aU combine to give life
to the shots.

Also, it \Vas just plain fun ta add ail
the special touches despite the fact
ù"t Fx& Mat and their tcam of 15 CG
artists and compositors 'l'cre WOrkiJlg
on an extremeiy tight time schedule­
the production proccss took about
Iwo and a half months.

Incidentall); one of the liule details
had to he tweaked at the last minute.
The directOI'S had inserted an African
buffalo into a frJmc, then rcalized it
looked more like a bison.

During the final weck of produc­
tion, they went in and adde<! horns
to the creatw-e, resulting in what was
a more accurate represcntation of an
Afl'ican buffalo.

Amajor score
\Vhile the animation hac! to he

donc on a light timeframe, it was the
creation of the music for "Ali 'logeùler
Now" that provec! the most chatleng­
ing part of the proccss, acoording to
Fero and Bans.

"\Xb w<llltcd something uni ver-

oC(\)

Fantastical scenarios
AddilionaUy, Ihe hwnongous alh­

leles nlso allowcd the direclors ta cre­
ale somc fantastical scenarios.

A prime case in point of the fantas­
lirai: The spced skater's head is seen

,

B_y_Chris_tîne_Cbamp_aglle Cole & Weber came up with the ;dea
Olymp;e .thJetes are portral'ed as larg- of the global tug of war we see depiet-
er·than·life heroes in fi brilliant new ed in "All Together Now," believing it
animatcd spot for the Intcl1lational would best depict and represent the
Olympie Committee (IOC)_ Olympie valuca of excellence, friend-

Cre.ted bl' SeatÙe's Cole & "~ber ship and rcapeeL
United and direeted bl' Fx & Mat, who Cole & Weber associate creative di-
aœ œpresented by London-based stu- reetor/art diœetor Scott Feru sa;d that
dio Nexos Pruduetion~ the :60 spot the ad ageney kept the concept open
tilled "AlI 'làgcther Now" finds six and loose ""hen they presented it ta
giant-sized athletes potential directors,
engaged in an cpic and Fx & Mat came
tug of war, which back with sorne
ends \~th them lit- gœat ;dcas
erally pulling the For instanee, Feru
continents togcther. pointed out, it was

Hwuling in Fx & MaCs idea to
sorne ]20 countries present the aÙuetes
worldwide, the as giants, which
conunercial is jJli- advanced the corn-
marily aimed at 12 mercial's premise on
to 19-)'ear-ol~ al- diffeJ~nt fronts.
though ,myone ",ith Fx &Mat Making the ath-
an interest in animation would stop ta letes giants served to make eaeh one
watch "AlI 'làgether Now," with its hy of them a symbol of his or her respee-
pel' real stylcand amazing landscapes. tive continent, and it al50 made sense

Explaining the thinking behind thc in tenus of Ùle story being told, ac-
spot, Cole & \~bber senior wrilcr Jacob corcling to the dircctors, who noted it
l3aassharcd,"The International Otym- \l'ould take agigantie strength to unify
pic Conun.Îltce noticed that there 'I"<IS Ùle continents.
a huge clip lin interesl] between Ùle
sununer and winter gamcs, so what
they challenged us to do \l'as create
mcssaging that kept kids involvcd in
and exciled about the OIympics in he­
lwecn the gamc.s."

Ultimalety, the creative tcam al

...,
Cole &Weber, Seattle, anddireaors FX&Mat ofNexus Productions teamedon the daunting tosk ofbringing continents together for client the fOC. rhe
creative means towards that end was an animated spotdepiaing amomentous rug ofworamong world-class athfetes who are literaflygiants.
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